
White House Farm Primary School: Section 10 Consultation – Feedback 

Summary 

 

Questions Responses 

Over What period did your consultation 
take place? 

Our consultation took place from 5th 
February to 28th March 

How did you disseminate your 
consultation materials? 
(online platform, emails, questionnaires, 
leaflets, letters inviting responses, 
events) 

We distributed leaflets to 8000 homes in 
the area around the school inviting 
responses on our website and inviting 
people to our public meetings.  This is in 
addition to 600 leaflets in the immediate 
vicinity of the school  
We wrote to all local headteachers and 
separately to Chairs of Governors; local 
MP, local Authority, local nurseries and 
child care providers, local developers 
and local businesses. 
We ran advertorials in two local news 
papers 
We put posters and information leaflets 
in local shops, businesses, GP 
surgeries, Chemists, Dentists, and vets 
advertising our website and our public 
meetings 
We held three public meetings 
Our website had our questionnaire  and 
we had paper copies at meetings. 

List the respondents and stakeholders 
you proactively engaged with in your 
consultation process (such as local 
schools, local authorities, parents, 
community groups and leaders, local 
residents, prospective students) 

Local nurseries, Headteachers of local 
schools, local chairs of governors and 
governors church groups, local 
businesses, parents and carers, local 
residents, community groups and the 
local authority 

What information was made available to 
consultees? Which school policies did 
you share (such as admissions, SEN)? 

Admissions&  SEN policies, prospectus, 
school plans and site map. 

What information did you provide about 
the school’s site? 

The school is already under 
construction and sits at the heart of the 
community it will serve. There had 
already been planning consultation 
when SET was allocated the project.  
Plans and a video fly through of the 
school were available at public 
meetings and on website 

Did your consultation specifically ask 
respondents to confirm whether they 
agreed that the Secretary of State 
should enter into a funding agreement 

Yes;  we followed NSN guidance in the 
construction of our questionnaire 



with your trust to open your new free 
school? 

How many respondents in total did you 
get to this specific question? 

We had a total of 207 respondents with 
78.3% of respondents in favour of the 
school entering into a funding 
agreement with Secretary of State. 

How many of the respondents agreed 
that the Secretary of State should enter 
into a funding agreement? 

We had a total of 207 respondents with 
162 (78.3) supporting the signing of a 
Funding Agreement. 
In addition, there were 208 responses to 
the question about whether the school 
was needed to serve the new housing 
development with 166 (80%) 
respondents in favour and a further 7 
(3%) who were undecided. 
184 (89%) respondents supported the 
school’s vision respondents with a 
further 17 (8.2%) being undecided. 
Support for this project in the local 
community is demonstrably 
overwhelming. 

What issues were raised by 
respondents about any part of your 
consultation? 

Some questions were raised by local 
schools about the low numbers in 
current Reception classes as a result of 
this being a low birth year which has led 
to some surplus places in Sprowston 
schools.    
 
The response from most schools has 
been positive as Heads and Chairs of 
Governors tell us both at our public 
meetings and through other forums that 
in the long-term there will be need for 
this school and others with all the 
development that is planned in the area. 
 
The response from parents is 
overwhelmingly positive and we have 
been repeatedly asked why we cannot 
also open with a Y3 cohort as this is a 
natural transition point in the local area 
as there is an infants and junior model. 
In addition, parents pointed out that 
there was significant pressure on places 
in the local area for Y3 
 
A group of parents started a Face Book 
campaign to try to get support for a Y3 
cohort that they were then going to take 
to the LA 



 
We have had a good response for both 
2019 intake and 2020. 
 
This is a new community with very few 
community facilities; we have been 
repeatedly asked if we will act as a 
community hub for various community 
groups. 

What is the trust’s response to each of 
these issues? 

We took the feedback about surplus 
Reception to the LA and their response 
is  
 

 this is the last low birth year; 
there has been a significant 
amount of in-year admission to 
other schools in the Sprowston 
area from this estate resulting in 
them being at capacity in some 
year groups.  

 

 any current surplus is in the 
wrong area to best serve this 
community.  Some residents 
without access to a car have to 
walk between 30 and 40 mins 
with a pushchair or toddler in 
order to access their nearest 
school place.  There is no bus 
service from the estate to 
existing schools. 

 

 there is a significant amount of 
building with approval in this area 
which over a longer period of 
time means that even with White 
House Farm Primary School, 
there will be insufficient school 
places in the area. 
 

SET has undertaken its own 
conversations with developers and the 
planning department and has 
scrutinised in-year admission data for 
other Sprowston schools. 
 
The first phase of over 435 homes has 
been completed and developers report 
that new phases are selling well.  When 
completed the development will provide 



over 1833 new homes in the immediate 
vicinity of the new school.  As part of their 
place planning, Norfolk LA has identified 
the potential need for two further primary 
schools and a new secondary school in 
addition to White House Farm Primary 
School. 
  
Based on applications received to date 
for this school year and using the 
postcode of NR7 8** there has been the 
following in-year movement into schools 
in the wider Sprowston area. 
  
Year 1 – 8 applications 
Year 2 – 13 applications 
Year 3 – 2 applications 
Year 4 – 2 applications 
Year 5 – 7 applications 
Year 6 – 4 applications 
 
There are several planning applications 
currently in place for the wider area 
around the school 
  

1. Full planning application for 328 
homes very close to being 
approved, anticipated 
commencement 2019/20. 

2. Full planning application for 157 
homes expected next 1-2 months 
with anticipated commencement 
2019/20. 

3. Outline planning application or 
205 dwellings backed by Taylor 
Wimpey, likely to approve but no 
commencement  

 
There are no plans for a new school in 
these new neighbourhoods which means 
that these families will have to look to 
White House Farm Primary School and 
other schools in the area for schooling for 
their children which adds more potential 
for growth through in year admissions 
and transfers at the beginning of Y3 
 
SET is fully reassured that there is 
sufficient demand in the location of White 
House farm School to proceed to 



opening in September 2019.  Were that 
not the case the Trust would have 
requested a delay.  
 
We do not intend to operate in isolation 
from schools in the area; our PD 
already attends the local schools’ 
cluster meeting and we have embarked 
upon some collaborative planning with 
our nearest nursery. We have put out a 
very strong message that we see 
ourselves as being very much a part of 
what is on offer locally.  This has 
received a positive response 
 
We have tried to harness the parental 
response to establish our Friends of 
White House Farm Group. We have 
explained to parents that we cannot 
open with anything other than our 
designated Reception class.  We have 
checked with the Local Authority who 
tell us that Y3 place provision is tight but 
they think they can cover it for 
September 2019. 
 
We are meeting various community 
groups in order to establish how the 
community might be able to make use 
of the facilities on site.  We very much 
want our school to sit at the heart of its 
community. 
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