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About us

About us

Dear Parent/Carer,

Thank you very much for your interest 
in White House Farm Primary School.

I am delighted that Sapientia Education 
Trust (SET) has been appointed by 
the Department for Education to take 
over the opening of the school.   White 
House Farm Primary School will open 

for Reception age pupils in September 2019 in a fantastic, brand-new building. 

SET was born out of Wymondham College; where I was previously Principal and we now run 12 
state schools across Norfolk and Suffolk with another new state primary school project, Wymondham 
College Prep School, due to open in September 2020.  Together with this school, it takes the total 
number of schools in the Trust to 14.   SET is a non-profit making, charitable trust.

We have a strong-track record of delivering high-quality education. Last summer Seething and 
Mundham was Norfolk’s highest performing primary school at KS2 for progress, Stradbroke High 
School the second highest in East Anglia at GCSE and Wymondham College was the highest 
performing state Sixth Form in East Anglia. I very much look forward to White House Farm joining 
us.
                                                                                                                                   
We are ambitious and committed to securing the highest standards for our pupils.  Our new school 
will deliver high-quality teaching and learning and an extensive range of extra-curricular activities to 
enable our pupils to become confident and independent learners. You can find out more by talking 
to our talented team or by keeping up to date with the plans for opening via our website www.
whitehousefarmprimary.org. 

Our team is very much looking forward to getting to know you and working with you to make this 
school a very special community resource. 

Best wishes

Jonathan Taylor
CEO, Sapientia Education Trust
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Building Update
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Our Vision and Values

Building Update

This school will be ready to open in September 2019; we meet regularly with Norfolk LA, who 
are funding the building, and Kier the contractors.  We are all confident that your new school will 
be ready to take in its first group of Reception age children in September 2019. Our team will 
be working tirelessly to get everything ready; you will be able to follow the school’s progress on 
our website [www.whitehousefarmprimary.org] and at a series of events that we will be holding 
leading up to the school opening.  

Our Vision and Values

Our aim is “to provide a world class education locally, enabling every pupil to reach their full 
potential.” 

We believe that high quality schools are characterised by the combination of high expectations and 
a wide-range of high quality, educational activities and experiences  through which children can 
learn.  We actively encourage curiosity, creativity and questioning and our primary schools are all 
committed to providing lots of opportunities for children to learn beyond the classroom. Our schools 
are vibrant, inclusive communities where each child is well known and supported to be a happy, 
confident learner.

Building upon the successes we have already had in our other primary schools, White House 
Farm Primary School will use a wide range of proven strategies to ensure that our pupils learn 
effectively. This includes using a phonics programme to develop reading skills; Maths Mastery 
to develop numeracy; and Talk for Writing to develop literacy skills. Another aspect of the school 
curriculum is our Forest Schools programme.  Forest Schools work within a natural space, led by 
a qualified practitioner and focus on developing personal, social and emotional life skills through 
learner led, nature-based learning. Research shows the positive long-term impact of Forest Schools 
on resilience, confidence and well-being.  This links to learning throughout the school where our 
Reception children will have plenty of opportunity to learn through structured play and as they grow 
up and progress through the school, more discrete and structured learning opportunities will be 
offered, including Science, Physical Education, Modern Foreign Languages, Technology, Arts and 
Humanities.

A key feature of our curriculum will be Philosophy for Children; this promotes emotional awareness 
and thinking skills. Philosophy calls on imagination and reasoning and puts these capacities to work 
exploring values, assumptions and vital concepts like justice, truth, knowledge and beauty. 

High expectations underpin our work. School should be an enjoyable place for children to learn 
and our expectations are summed up by the motto  ‘Work Hard, Be Kind.’  We promote a strong 
sense of community and ‘family’ in our schools along with personal responsibility for learning and 
behaviours.  Everything we do is designed to help our children grow into confident, well rounded 
adults who will make a strong contribution to society.
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Your Questions Answered

When will we open? 

Everything is on track to open in September 2019.  We are opening with one class of Reception age 
children and the school will build up year by year by taking in a new Reception cohort each year.

How can I apply for a place?

For new schools the admission application window stays open right up to the school opening so 
you can still apply for a place. To register your interest please visit our web sites www.se-trust.org or 
www.whitehousefarmprimary.org.

Alternatively you can contact Norfolk Local Authority School Admissions Team at www.norfolk.gov.
uk/education-and-learning/schools/school-admissions or telephone us on 01953 609001. 

Can I change my mind if I have already chosen another school as my first choice preference?

YES; if you want to select your local primary school, now that you have confidence in what it will 
offer your family, you can submit a new application form that identifies this school as your first choice 
preference.

Who will be the Headteacher?

We anticipate announcing the Headteacher during the second week of February 2019. You will 
be able to meet your new Headteacher soon after that, including at welcome events, which will be 
publicised on our websites.

What other staff will you be appointing?

In the first year it is our intention to appoint a Reception class teacher and a Teaching Assistant 
as well as catering and site staff. Additional staff, who work across SET, will also help support the 
School. 

What time will school start and end?

Example Timetable

08:00 Breakfast Club
08:45 Start of school day and registration
08:50 Teaching session 1 Phonics
09:15 Daily Mile
09:30 Teaching Session 2 English
10:30 Assembly
10:45 Break
11:00 Teaching Session 3 Maths
12:00 Lunch
12:45 Registration

12:50 Teaching Session 4 Humanities / STEM / Arts / PE / Modern Foreign 
Languages

14:20 Break
14:35 Teaching Session 5 Guided Reading
15:00 Story
15:15 End of School day

Your Questions Answered

Will there be a Breakfast Club?

If there is sufficient demand, a  Breakfast Club may be available from 8am to 8.45 Monday to Friday 
where a variety of cereals and toast will be provided.  We envisage that this provision would be 
charged for at the rate of approximately £2.50 per session.

Will there be after school activities?

We are committed to providing a wide-range of extra-curricular activities and over time as our school 
grows there will be a full range of opportunities that will allow our children to try lots of different 
things. If there is sufficient demand, we are willing to explore with parents/carers the provision of an 
after school club which could operate from the end of school until 5pm.  This would be separate from 
and different to extra-curricular activities that form part of our curriculum offer and would therefore 
need to be cost effective and would incur a cost.  
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Your Questions Answered

What are the lunch time arrangements?

Our school will have a fully equipped kitchen and we will be serving healthy meals.  We will encourage 
all children to have a school lunch, so please discuss with us any specific dietary needs your child 
may have so we can cater for them.

What will my child be taught?

Our school will open with just a Reception class which means that our initial focus will be on the 
Early Learning Goals.  They will have opportunities to develop their Communication and Language, 
Physical Development, Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Literacy, Mathematics, 
Understanding of the World and Expressive Arts & Design.  This will all be done through a variety of 
child-initiated learning and adult-led activities.  Key learning will be taught through highly engaging 
themes that capture children’s interest and spark curiosity.  Trips and visits will also be provided to 
offer enrichment opportunities.  

What will the Governance arrangements look like?

In accordance with all other schools in SET, White House Farm will have its own Local Governing 
Body (LGB) made up of members of school staff, parents, the community and representatives from 
the Trust. These LGB meetings are termly and feed in to a committee structure at Trust level.

How will I be able to get involved in the school?

We welcome parental support and there will be opportunities to meet with staff at regular Parent 
Forum meetings and we intend to establish an active PSA group at the school. 

What provision will there be for my child with SEND?

We value all children and nurture their development regardless of any barriers they may face.  Our 
policy in relation to SEND learners is inclusive within the context of a mainstream school.  We 
enthuse all pupils to become lifelong learners equipped for the future by providing an excellent and 
inspirational education through a welcoming, safe, happy and supportive community. We aim to 
create a positive learning environment which is flexible enough to meet the needs of all members 
of our school community, both children and adults, regardless of ability, race or gender. We monitor 
progress of all learners, and staff continually assess progress ensuring that effective learning is 
taking place. We aim to work together for the benefit of all those who come to our school, including 
those with additional needs. 

The trust employs specialist SEND practitioners who will work with class teachers to ensure that we 
have the best possible support for children with specific learning difficulties.  In addition, we will work 
closely with you to enable us to best support your child.

We believe that:

The school should sit at the heart of its community

Strong communication with parents is vital

Listening to pupils and parents is a crucial part of providing a 
world-class education. 

How can Parents/Carers become involved?

We want you to be involved in school life whether that is listening to children read, serving on our 
Governing Body, helping us to organise community events or just by feeding back to us to help us 
provide the best possible education for your children. 
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Be curious

Be imaginative 

Ask questions

Try new things

Always do the best 
you can do

Expect a lot of 
yourself

Believe in yourself

Never give up

Be kind to others

Talk

Play

Laugh

Run

Enjoy

Listen

Enjoy being a child

What we expect from 
our pupils

What can pupils 
expect from us?

A stimulating learning 
environment

The highest expectations

Excellent teachers who 
love being in the 

classroom

A curriculum that 
allows them to develop 

resilience and 
independence

A curriculum that promotes 
curiosity and captures 

their imagination

For us to know them well

For us to listen

Patience and kindness

Celebration of success

Clear expectations and support when 
things don’t quite work out

The best building blocks possible for a 
lifetime of learning and exploration
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01953 609000 ext: 4369
enquiries@whitehousefarmprimary.org

www.whitehousefarmprimary.org


