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Inspection of a good school: 
Attleborough Academy 
9 Norwich Road, Attleborough, Norfolk NR17 2AJ 
 
  
Inspection dates: 7 and 8 December 2021 
 
Outcome  
 
Attleborough Academy continues to be a good school. 

 
What is it like to attend this school?  
 
Pupils, including students in the sixth form, share teachers�¶ high expectations of what 
they can achieve. Pupils take their education seriously and want to do well . They enjoy 
learning and produce good-quality work. 
 
Pupils take their leadership roles seriously. They have plenty of leadership opportunities, 
such as those of house captains, peer mentors and members of sixth-form committees. 
Younger pupils say that older pupils, such as prefects, help them to settle in well.  
 
The behaviour of very many pupils in lessons is good. They stick at their learning, 
including when activities ask a lot of them.  Sometimes, a few pupils do not behave as well 
as they should. Teachers use well-established school systems to manage this effectively. 
 
Pupils and staff enjoy positive relationships. Pupils say staff that know and care for them. 
One Year 13 student�¶s comment �± �µI am a person, not a number, here�¶ �± is typical of many 
pupils�¶ views. 
 
Pupils feel safe, and many speak of the school�¶s open culture. They have great respect for 
the work of the student support team. Pupils spoken with by inspectors and many who 
responded to Ofsted�¶s survey trust that adults will sort out issues that they report, 
including the few 
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Safeguarding  
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Safeguarding is of paramount importance. Staff receive appropriate training. They are 
vigilant in checking on pupils�¶ welfare. They create an environment where pupils become 
confident to speak about any worries they may have. 
 
Leaders provide pupils with information about risks to their safety  to raise their 
awareness. This information is delivered by external experts when appropriate. Pupils help 
to present aspects of the well-being programme. 
 
Safeguarding leaders take appropriate action when a pupil needs help. Leaders also draw 
on external support when it is required.  
 
The trust and governors check that the school meets its safeguarding duties.  
 
What does the school need to do to improve?  
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)  
 
◼ The key stage 3 curriculum matches or exceeds the ambition of the national curriculum 

in many subjects. Several years ago, leaders moved from a two-year to a three-year 
key stage 3 curriculum. In science, this process is not complete. Leaders should build 
on their existing work to make sure that the curriculum in science is more clearly 
aligned with senior leaders�¶ expectations for a three-year key stage 3. 

◼ Leaders have made sure that there are many avenues through which pupils can report 
any anxieties that they may have. Pupils know what these are and very many are 
confident that staff will deal well with issues that are raised. A few pupils are not as 
confident. Leaders should take steps to further review the routes through which pupi ls 
report concerns. Leaders should then reinforce expectations of staff once a concern is 
reported. 

 
Background  
 
When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school 
about once every four years to confirm that the school remain s good. This is called a 
section 8 inspection of a good or outstanding school, because it is carried out under 
section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We do not give graded judgements on a section 8 
inspection. However, if we find evidence that a school would  now receive a higher or 
lower grade, then the next inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within 
one to two years of the date of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns 
about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of edu cation, we will deem the section 8 
inspection a section 5 inspection immediately. 
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This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good in September 
2016. 
 
How can I feed back my views?  
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child �¶s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with th e inspection or the report, you can 
complain to Ofsted. 
 
Further information  
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, �µdisadvantaged pupils�¶ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.  
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Attleborough Academy 
7 and 8 December 2021  5 

 
 

 
School details  
 

Unique reference number  140534 

Local authority  Norfolk  

Inspection number  10200054 

Type of school  Secondary comprehensive 

School category  Academy converter 

Age range of pupils  11 to 18 

Gender of pupils  Mixed 

Gender of pupils in sixth -form 
provision  

Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll  850 

Of which, number on roll in the sixth 
form  

120 

Appropriate authority  Board of trustees 

Chair of trust  Peter Rout 

Principal  Neil McShane (Executive Principal) 

Website  www.attleboroughacademy.org 

Date of previous inspection  
20 and 21 September 2016, under section 
5 of the Education Act 2005 

 
Information about this school  
 
◼ Attleborough Academy is smaller than the average-sized 11�±18 secondary school. 

◼ The school joined the Sapientia Education Trust in June 2020. 

◼ The school has recently completed a programme of new building works. Th e new 
building is now open to pupils and staff.  

◼ The school makes use of one unregistered provider of alternative provision. 

 
Information about this inspection  
 
This was the first routine inspection the school had received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with school leaders, 
and have taken that into account in their evaluation.  
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◼ Inspectors carried out deep dives in art, English, history and science. 

◼ For each deep dive, inspectors met with subject leaders, looked at curriculum plans, 
visited a sample of lessons, spoke with teachers, spoke with some pupils about their 
learning and looked at samples of pupils�¶ work.  

◼ The lead inspector also spoke with one other subject leader and looked at curriculum 
plans and some pupils�¶ work in a small number of other subjects.  

◼ Inspectors met with the executive principal and other members of the school�¶s 
leadership team, including the head of the sixth form .  

◼ Inspectors looked at school documentation and spoke with leaders, teachers, support 
staff, a governor, pupils, parents and carers, and representatives from the trust to 
establish the effectiveness of the school�¶s safeguarding procedures. 

◼ The lead inspector met those responsible for governance. In this meeting were the 
vice-chair of governors and the chief executive officer from the trust.  

◼ Inspectors also spent time observing and speaking with pupils at breaktimes and 
lunchtimes. 

◼ Inspectors took account of the views of parents e xpressed in the 51 responses to 
Parent View. The school�¶s own analysis of its numerous surveys of parents�¶ opinions 
was also considered. 

◼ Inspectors considered the views in the 179 responses to the pupil survey and 69 
responses to the staff survey. Inspectors also considered the responses to several 
school and external surveys of pupils�¶ opinions conducted over recent months and 
years. 

 

Inspection team  

 
 
 
 
 

John Lucas, lead inspector Her Majesty�¶s Inspector 

Karen Kerridge Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children�¶s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children�¶s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and edu cation 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children�¶s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection.  
 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, s uch as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms  of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/ . 
 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates:  
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn . 
 
Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 
Manchester 
M1 2WD 
 
T: 0300 123 1231 
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted  
 
© Crown copyright 202 2 
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